- Thank you for listening to me to introduce this really important paper in our journal, ICR3. This is from colleagues, Dr. Helen Routledge, on behalf of the BCIS Stroke, Thrombectomy Working Group. And they've published a really important consensus paper which is entitled, "Can Interventional Cardiologists Help Deliver the UK Mechanical Thrombectomy Interventional Programme for Patients with Acute Ischemic Stroke?" Why is this important? Well, currently less than 2% of ischemic stroke patients in United Kingdom received emergency interventional mechanical thrombectomy. But, there are more than 7,000 eligible patients each year that are unable to access its really life-saving and potentially life-changing therapy that could remove these disabilities that we see with stroke. That's about 10% of all strokes in UK. So, it's a really significant number. So, to contribute to a national solution here and allow equitable access for all eligible patients, it's something which as cardiologists that provide interventional procedures. This document is to try and encourage a pathway for how this could be resolved. Really the aim of document is to describe how UK cardiologists could contribute to this 24/7 service, by using their skills they've learned in the coronary circulation and in structural heart disease to provide this treatment for stroke patients. It is normally the realm of the neuroradiologist. So, there is a place for us to learn these skills but we have a very good 24/7 programme for primary PCI brilliantly set up over the last 20 years, which enables patients with coronary heart disease to be treated in an acute setting. And, this is really on the back of that. So I would encourage you to read this paper, provide comment and hopefully this is a treatment algorithm that will eventually come as commonplace in the United Kingdom as it has in some other countries. Thank you.
